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LS 152: Introduction to Humanities
Professor Joanne Charbonneau
LA 146A, x4894
Office hours: Tu 11-12; 1-2 and Wed 2:30-3 and Thurs 1-2 and gladly by appointment
This course will explore the ways in which the Western world has investigated questions
concerning the nature of humans and the human condition from medieval times through
the 201h century. We will travel through time and examine selected great works of
literature, philosophy, political thought, and the arts. We will look closely at the ways
that humans are conditioned and formed in relation to their families, their cosmos, law
and society, and political and social institutions. We will explore what humans are
capable of: the best and worst in us; how much control we have over the enviromnent and
nature and how we see ourselves in relation to god or ultimate realities. What is the
individual's responsibility to the polis, what are the limits of human freedom and what
are the constraints? What ideas ofjustice or social organization have humans imagined?
What idealistic ideas or utopian visions have humans created in the face of an imperfect
and flawed world? What is the role of conscience or civic duty? What do we owe our
families, our society, our govenunent, our religion? How has western civilization moved
from its medieval roots through the age of enlightemnent through revolutions and into
modernity? Has increasing self-consciousness been detrimental to a sense of connection
to others and to the earth? An interesting quotation from D.H. Lawrence, Apocalypse:
"We cannot bear connection. That is our malady. We must break away and be
isolated; we call that being free, being individual. Beyond a certain point, which
we have reached, it is suicide. What man most passionately wants is his living
wholeness and his living unison, not his isolate salvation of his soul. I am part of
the sun as my eyes are a part of me. That I am part of the earth my feet know
perfectly, and my blood is part of the sea. There is nothing of me that is alone and
absolute except my mind, and we shall find that the mind has no existence by
itself. It is only the glitter of the sun on the surface of the waters."

MAJOR TEXTS AND READINGS:
FacPac, ERES, web-based materials, and hand-outs
Dante's Inferno and some Christine de Pizan
Sir Thomas More's Utopia, Pico's Oration on the Dignity ofMan
William Shakespeare, Hamlet
Metaphysical poets: Donne, Marvel and others
Descartes' Discourse on Method
Voltaire's Candide
Romantic poets: William Wordsworth, William Blake and others
Mary Wollstonecraft, excerpts from Vindication ofRights of Women
Dosteoevksy, Crime and Punishment
No late papers or assignments are accepted. No make-up tests.

GRADING: Once you have fulfilled the attendance policy listed below, your grade will
be based on:
40 %: two tests (20% each: Feb 26 & April 20);
20°10: Polished Essay, 5-7 pages with drafts attached due on April 29. I expect you to
continue to build on critical thinking, reading, and writing skills you have developed in
your academic work until now. You will be graded not just on content but organization,
rhetorical skills, strength of your argument including supporting evidence, and adherence
to the conventions of standard written English. Please note the Guidelines for Writing
handout, which will clarify for you our expectations for college writing;
20°10: Shorter Assignments including written answers to questions I give in advance as
well as a 2-3 page "My Utopia" due on Feb. 17th and in-class engagement and
discussion. I expect active engagement with the materials, intelligent conversation, and
strong insights. I may ask you to do specific exercises or come to class prepared with
written answers to specific, directed questions. If you are extremely shy or have a
problem talking before others in a give-and-take exchange, please see me privately and
we will find other ways for you to engage with the materials.
10%: Plenary Responses: Thursday plenaries are mandatory. They constitute the 4th
hour of this course. Go to the 11 am lecture in Urey Underground Lecture Hall or the
7:10pm lecture in Social Sciences 352 on Thursday night. Listen and take notes. For the
following class, hand in a typed or computer-generated page or two in which you will
engage with some aspect of the plenary lecture that grabbed your attention. You might
object to ideas, be thrilled about the novelty of a concept, or apply it to your own thinking
or life experiences. This is your personal and idiosyncratic reaction/response to the
materials you hear.
10%: Final take-home essay questions turned in by Monday May 10: 5pm.
Attendance Policy:
In this class, as in many others, your attendance is essential to the give-and-take, the
exchange and challenge of ideas at the heart of a true education. This exchange is
particularly important in a Humanities course, which asks that you engage with the ideas
of the text, that you talk with others about your responses in order to sharpen your own
ideas and clarify your positions on important questions that have plagued thinking human
beings for thousands of years. You will hear views you disagree with; some you may
find repugnant, offensive, or threatening. I expect civility and a level of discourse that
allows all opinions to be aired. To attend class, then, is to hear issues raised, to hear
other voices responding to these ideas, and to voice your own response to them. People
have said that great books are those that never shut up; they engage each successive
generation ofreaders in new and different ways, they invite us to talk back to them. All
of our texts this semester invite us into a serious conversation, a conversation that
matters, a debate that is on-going. Our hearing of other voices is especially important
because many voices have been silenced for too long. Like St. Augustine, we need to re
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member, to put the past and present together with new insights, with new form and
substances. To keep memories alive, to see the past as still present, to see the
interrelatedness of all humans is part of the message of this course. To miss class, then, is
to miss out on a memory-no matter how small-to miss a link that connects each of us
to other minds. Perhaps these introductory remarks will help you understand why it is so
important to come to class prepared to talk and to share your insights and questions with
others. THUS,
2 absences lower your final grade by Yi grade point;
3 absences lower your final grade by a full grade point;
4 absences lower your final grade by 1-112 grade points;
5 or more absences means automatic failure. You have missed too much to
say that you have "taken" or passed the course. If there is a family emergency or you are
struck by a horrific illness or accident, the attendance policy may be more flexible. I need
to know, however, ifthere is a problem. Please call me, email me or ask a friend to notify
me about your present problem. Do not wait a week or two and do not just disappear.
I. Individual and the Cosmos: Authority and Experience; Sacred and Profane

and Pilgrimage of Life in Medieval Culture:
Tu: Jan 27: Introduction to course and Medieval Culture. Exeter book riddles, OE lyrics
Th: Jan 29: How does Christine de Pizan take on the misogynistic tradition?
http://www.pinn.net/-sunshine/march99/pizan3.html
[Plenary: Introduction & Medieval Art and Culture . - Dietrich
Tu: Feb 3: Dante's Inferno
Th: Feb 5: Dante's Inferno
[Plenary on Dante and His Times - Drake]
Tu: Feb 10: Dante's Inferno

II. Early Italian Renaissance and the Wonder of the Human
Th: Feb 12: Pico and materials in FacPac
[Plenary on Renaissance Art - Chacon]

III. Folly and Freedom: Ideas of Reform
Tu: Feb 17: Sir Thomas More's Utopia (Bring in your own utopian vision, 2-3 pages)
Good Place or No Place. Is it "good" because it does not and cannot exist? Is it an idle
dream of perfection or a rational attempt to remake human institutions to overcome the
worst in human nature and create a better world for more people? What is the purpose of
utopian visions and what is the use to which we can put them in our own imaginative
lives or in changing our world? Are they merely imaginative constructs-- impractical and
unattainable fantasies-- or do they serve some concrete need in our discourse about social
order and justice?
Th: Feb 19: Erasmus and Swift's "Modest Proposal" and more conversations about
utopian visions
[Plenary on Renaissance Humanism (Pico, More, Erasmus) - Dietrich]
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IV. Exploration of Self in Northern Renaissance
Tu: Feb 24: Montaigne's Essais and Hamlet, Act I
Th: Feb 26: TEST #1 on all previous materials except Hamlet
[Plenary on Martin Luther and the Protestant Reformation - Farr
Tu: Mar 2: Hamlet, Acts II and III
Th: Mar 4: Hamlet, Acts N and V
[Plenary on Shakespeare's Hamlet - Hunt]
Tu Mar 9: Discussions and synthesis of Renaissance texts and ideas
V. 17th_19th Centuries: From meditation on human condition to exploiting
human reason in the Age of Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment
Th Mar 11: Descartes' Discourse on Method
[Plenary on Descartes and Birth of Modem Philosophy--Sherman]
Tu Mar 16: Marvell, Donne, and other Metaphysical poets (FacPaC)
Th Mar 18: Francis Bacon, Galileo, and Scientific Revolution
[Plenary on Art of the Baroque - Hedquist]
March 23/ 25: Voltaire's Candide

[Plenary: Classical Music - Glass]

SPRING BREAK
Tu: Apr 6: Alexander Pope: Proper study of Mankind
Th: Apr 8: Hume and Kant's "What is the Enlightenment?" (FacPac)
[Plenary on Enlightenment-Albert Borgmann]
VII: Revolution, Realism and Modernism (19th century)
Tu: Apr 13: Mary Wollstonecraft and Blake
Th: Apr 15: Wordsworth [Plenary on Marx and Age ofRevolution--Perrin]
Tu Apr 20: Test #2
Th Apr 22: Crime and Punishment, Part I and up to ii in Part 2, p 106.
[Plenary on Romanticism-Bruce Bigley]
Tu Apr 27: Rough draft of paper due. Read Crime and Punishment, Part 2, ii-end of
Part II, 198
Th Apr 29: C&P, Part 3-iii Part 4, p. 306 [Plenary: Russian Novel-Stewart Justman]
Tu May 4: Polished Paper due with drafts attached. C&P, iiiPart 4-end of Part 5, p 430
Th, May 6: C&P, Part 6 and epilogue; Hannah Arendt (FacPac)and final discussions
[Plenary: Modem Political Thought: Drake]
Monday, May 10, 5pm: Final essay questions are due in lieu of final exam.

